Early events in infection of lymphoid tissue by a lentivirus, maedi-visna.
All members of the lentivirus family infect cells of the monocyte-macrophage lineage, although this may be obscured during infection in vivo by the effect of the virus on other cells, such as CD4+ lymphocytes. Macrophages are the major cell type infected by the ruminant lentivirus maedi-visna, making it a valuable model for studying the pathogenesis of lentiviruses in these cells.